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El Rancho Futurity & Foothill Fiesta

Derby Open
What better way to heat up 
California than to burn up the 
cutting arena with a record-break-
ing run? Kit Kat Sugar and Pete 
Branch did just that. A 231 rocked 
the crowd, including his fiancée 
Tori, who could arguably be heard 
cheering for miles. The duo won 
the Derby Open Championship 
worth $12,000 by a seven-point 
margin.

“That horse was dead on the 
money,” Branch, Farwell, Texas, 
said. “It was a really good run. 
He’s a cool horse.”

“Skeet” (High Brow Cat x Sugar 
N Dulce x Smart Lil Ricochet), 
owned and bred by Lonnie and 
Barbara Allsup, Clovis, N.M., has 
racked up an impressive $192,311 
Equi-Stat record in less than a 
year of showing. According to his 
trainer, that much experience has 
changed the horse.

“He’s like an old horse now,” 
Branch explained. “It’s like he’s 
got an old soul or something. He 
doesn’t act like a young horse 
anymore. He’s grown up a bunch 
on this trip.”

After accumulating $3.7 mil-
lion in his own cutting earn-
ings, Branch has learned to truly 
appreciate a horse as unique as 
Kit Kat Sugar.

“He really is a special horse,” he 
said. “I’ve been very blessed and 
very successful. The older you get, 
the more you realize how really 
rare those horses are. He’s just an 
incredible horse.”

Kit Kat Sugar is in a head-to-
head race for NCHA Open Horse 
of the Year with another popular 
4-year-old stallion – Hottish. The 
win in Rancho Murieta edged Kit 
Kat Sugar ahead by three points, 
but Branch knows the title is still 
up for grabs.

“It’s really about the two hors-
es,” Branch said, humbly. “Those 
are two great horses. Whichever 
one is second is no disgrace.”

Classic Amateur
If every horse deserves to be 
loved by a young girl at least once 
in its life, HA Gypsy Crackin can 

check it off her list. The 2006 
mare (Starlights Gypsy x Smart 
Crackin Chic x Smart Chic Olena) 
sits on a pedestal in 16-year-old 
Cheyanne Carpenter’s heart.

Carpenter, Clements, Calif., 
had $85 on her Equi-Stat record 
when she drove 30 minutes down 
the road to compete on the horse 

that she’d owned for about two 
months. After marking a 219 
from the last draw in the first 
bunch of the 18-horse finals for 
the Classic/Challenge Amateur 
Championship, she’s $1,500 rich-
er.

“This is amazing,” Carpenter 
said, bubbling with excitement. 
“She was awesome and I couldn’t 
be more proud of her.”

HA Gypsy Crackin, bred by 
Garth Brown, Gainesville, Texas, 
won the Classic/Challenge 
Amateur Reserve title last year 
with her previous owner, Scott 
Gaddy. Carpenter said knowing 
there was a title to defend turned 
the pressure up.

“I hate pressure,” Carpenter 
said. “I tell [everyone], ‘Shut up 
and leave me alone. I need to 
focus.’ But I had confidence in my 
horse and in myself. I walked up 
there, trusted her and let her to do 
her thing.”

Even as a young woman who 
recently reached driving age, 
Carpenter is adamant that her life 
revolves around her horse.

“It’s all about her,” she said. 
“Other than school, I don’t have 
a life outside of cutting. I jump 
on her bareback at midnight and 
take her for walks and teach her 
to bow. At every show, I get made 
fun of because ‘Scotty’s’ only in 
her stall for about 40 minutes 
out of the day – I’m walking her 
around, giving her baths or letting 
her eat grass.”

Carpenter’s favorite prize at El 
Rancho was a beautiful bottle of 
wine. Even though her parents 
wouldn’t let her touch it, she 
plans to pop the cork in a few 
years when she turns 21. And 
since her quirky mare usually 
finishes her drinks off at shows, 
perhaps they will share a celebra-
tory glass in 2016.

Julie Clarke, Bend, Ore., 
marked a 214.5 aboard her 2006 
mare Pounce (High Brow Cat x 
Haidas Little Shorty x Haidas 
Little Pep), bred by Heidi Holden, 
Weatherford, Texas. The horse 
and rider were named Reserve 
Champions and pocketed $1,350, 
bringing the horse’s Equi-Stat 
record to more than $205,000.

Kit Kat Sugar not only took a lead in the NCHA Open Horse of the 
Year race, but also broke the arena record when he marked a 231 with 
Pete Branch in the Derby Open.

Cheyanne Carpenter, 16, earned her first limited-age title aboard HA 
Gypsy Crackin in the Classic Amateur with a 219.

(Right) Julie Clarke piloted 
Pounce to a 214.5 for the Classic 
Amateur Reserve Championship.
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